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The text of the exhibition newspaper stops its history of abstraction in the 20th century with Supports/Surfaces,
apparently implying that nothing important has happened in the field of abstract painting between the disbanding of
the group and the present day.

2. Rather than playing along with the fastidious game of the list, let’s mention the summary written by the famous art
critic and exhibition curator Bob Nickas Painting Abstraction: New Elements in Abstract Painting (Phaidon, 2009).
While the exhibition seems here to continue to doubt the legitimacy of contemporary abstract painting somehow, the
work of Nickas opposes to it a kind of unwavering belief as well as a profound knowledge that makes him one of its
most ardent and brilliant specialists.

3. Among these, let’s cite one of the most recent and significant: “The Forever Now: Contemporary Painting in an
Atemporal World” held at the MoMA of New York in 2015.

4. Based on the expression “zombie formalism” formulated by American critic Walter Robinson
(http://www.artspace.com/magazine/contributors/see_here/the_rise_of_zombie_formalism-52184). Idea reworked
and developed by his colleague Jerry Saltz who, without totally disavowing it, deplores the standardisation of this
new decorator-friendly and falsely cerebral abstraction
(http://www.vulture.com/2014/06/why-new-abstract-paintings-look-the-same.html)

5. Anidea actually not so far from the one developed by the discussed exhibition at the MoMA of New York under the
term “a-temporality”.

6. The exhibition newspaper, talking about the artist of today: “(S)he aims to recover the conditions of an essential

proposition, freed of figures and their wordy connotations that bog down our sensibility, an interplay of primary

sensations disconnected from references or immediate concerns, between sensitive reaction and intellectual
pleasure.”
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